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Rob's Car Wash s locaned &t & stoge
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coumt of aboit 2 S0 cars & day. The
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Wi b weiech i fust acroes a gl
mead from a 24-hoar Wal-Man
Predhs dossn't have many business
restghizors, otber than .o Rukby Tues
diny redairart on the other side of
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kora L, then with high pH soletions,
Hgh-pressung wheel washing and a
i oy appbcator all precacks B
ridiover unit whene Polyllex mitlers
arld a gertle Mictionscrub

Ecpeiprrent there inchucdes ontboand
whesl weshers, rocker panel and
whe blasters. Undercarriage wash,
i Bug Busher treatrment on the nose
of the vekicle, & fese archwith dear
Coat profecior, and a final gpot-free
rire procede drving with o 7 5-horse
power doulble-gack biower system
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figure a car coming out of my wash
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The entire process is automatic, with cus-
tomers paying for their choice of wash by
cash or credit card. A bank card machine on
the site issues wash tokens, which can be
used on either the self-serve bays or the
drive-through automatic. Tokens can also be
bought with cash. Those same tokens, good
only at Rob’s Car Wash, are used by Preihs
as gifts to local charities and community
causes ranging from hospitals to sports
tcams. “The tokens are used as door prizes

at their functions,” Preihs explains.

The wash is sized in both automatic and
self-serve areas to accommodate any facto-
ry-standard passenger car, minivan or
pickup truck. The tunnel can accommodate
vehicles up to 7 feet high. The self-service
bays have a 9-foot clearance, but Preihs
doesn’t want big delivery trucks or highway
tractors in there even if they aren‘t any taller.
“I'm not going after that market. | wanted
the women and young kids, and made it
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| 1800.892.3537
www.oasiscarwashsystems.com
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attractive for them.”

Security is further enhanced by frequent
passes of local law enforcement officers.
Preihs, whose other businesses include a
dairy farm, home building, and dry cleaning,
knows most of the police, and most of them
wash their cars at his wash, he says. He is
working on a deal for them, but hasn't
ironed out the details yet.

Even county vehicles, usually washed by
prisoners, frequently come through Rob’s
Car Wash. thanks in part to a rule that says
prisoners can't do such chores in extreme
weather conditions.

Just 20 percent of Rob’s Car Wash cus-
tomers choose the lowest-priced wash.
Half go for the mid-price $10 wash, and 30
percent select the $135 wash. Those prices
are more remarkable considering that a
couple of in-bay rollover washes elsewhere
in Culpeper charge $5, $6 and 57 for their
service.

Revenues and convenience for car owners
are supplemented by Industrial Vacuum
Systems-equipped islands on hoth the
entrance and exit sides of the self-serve
bays. A three-column vendor on each
vacuum island carries car-related supplies
such as towels, detailing diapers, and Armor
All products. Those machines are supplied
and stocked by Q.B. Enterprises, a Culpeper
tirm owned by brothers Roger and Mick
Kube, who are also friends of Preihs.

Preihs or an employee spends about 30
hours a week at the wash, cleaning it
three times a day and making sure that
chemicals are well stocked. Keeping the
wash clean is essential for maintaining an
inviting atmosphere for drivers, Preihs
believes. The entire wash is surrounded by
well-maintained grass borders and plantings
of dogwood and gum trees.

Rob's Car Wash is a far different use of the
property than Preihs first envisioned. He had
acquired the acre of ground some time ago,
and originally thought of putting a new dry
cleaning headquarters there and perhaps a
small automatic wash behind it. similar to
those seen at many gas stations.

While visiting a dry cleaners in North
Carolina that had been very well con-
structed, Preihs drove by the Autec factory
in Statesville and wrote down their 800
number. That led to getting in touch with
Sean Forsyth and Chris Giroux at Mid-
Atlantic Autec.

"Chris came up with the idea of a Light-
house car wash structure there. He in turn
led me to Mike Kinslow of Lighthouse
Mike put a lot of extra effort into my
project, helping me and doing studies.”

By this time, Preihs figured his site was
much better suited to a car wash than a
dry cleaners. Kinslow helped him determine
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When ke cpened his wash a veor and
a half aga. Prefhz introduced i 1o the
coumimunily with a slick-pepet insen n the
bhecal newspapor, sxplaning what the wash
ofered. Me s oflered the ussal 515 wash
for 510 for the firs 30 days, bt snoe them
s affiered no dieals. no orossmarksfing
ok oomr s o lscouriis. Arry of thal would
reguire having an stiendant on duty
the wash.

*wy thinking is that il you have an
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ExjuipEmert, pouve ot bocharae 51 5, yvou
oo thiings s nkoe s ol can, you hove to be
willkireg b cnarge I "
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new wiash he's plasning in the Frederichs
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v Our kngevily, experience and understanding of the car '
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& Ve invit2 you to join the thousands of car washes insued Brough
our natiorwick car wirsh nsurEce program, For mose infonmation
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